Discussion on how nutrients are found in the soil and water should follow. Ask how the nutrients will enter the plant and feed it. Encourage student discussion about the absorption of the nutrients into the roots, through the stem and into the leaves and flowers. After discussion time, complete a class experiment. Fill several clear containers with food coloring and water. Place a carnation in each container. Observe for several hours. (This experiment should be performed in the morning so that the absorption has time to take place.) Petals of the flower will change to the color of the water. Another idea is to split the stem on one carnation and put each half of the stem into different cups containing different colored water. The split stem carnation will turn two colors! What fun! Finally, introduce your students to poems listed on chart paper. E. Evaluation/Assessment: Teacher observations of student participation in discussion and class experiment. 
VI.
Culminating Activity One of the best features of this unit is our outdoor classroom. Early in this threeweek unit, the class goes outside and begins to prepare the ground for a garden. You might consider recruiting the help of a father or two! This is done in place of a lesson for one or two days. It is best for this activity to coincide with lessons 1 -5. These lessons include content related to plant needs. After the garden site is readied, it will be planting time. Again, this event will occur over one or two days in place of specific lessons. The time frame is approximate but does coincide nicely in lessons 6 and 7. For about 60 days, we take care of the garden and write in journals about its growth. A schedule of care can be set up to share the job with other kindergarten classes. Finally, harvesting day comes. As you collect things from the garden, remember to review all the different concepts taught through out the three-week unit. A feast is the final activity. We have had several different feasts over the years. We've enjoyed salads, soups, and vegetable platters. It is amazing what kindergartners will eat when they grow it themselves!
VII. Handouts/Worksheets

